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Rural-school control. — One of the neglected factors in American education 
has been the rural-school trustee. Very little has been written for his par- 
ticular needs, and his contribution has been generally regarded as of little 
significance. President Showalter has been concerned with the interests of 
the 250,000 trustees of one-room rural schools, as well as with the many 
thousand additional school-board members who are controlling education in 
the small villages of our country, and has prepared a handbook 1 for their use. 

The book does not project any great reform propaganda for rural education. 
It attempts to present to the conservative rural-school trustee the information 
which he needs for the progressive improvement of his school. The chapters 
discuss the general plan of school organization, the duties of school trustees, 
the management of finances, and the provision of a properly equipped school 
plant fitted to the needs of a rural community. They further discuss the 
selection of a teacher and as much of the details of school procedure as properly 
come within the control of the board of trustees. Chapters dealing with 
consolidation, health education, hot lunches, and an enriched curriculum are 
presented in such a manner that they serve to widen the point of view without 
appearing to deal with impossible or impractical extensions of rural education. 
The illustrations and diagrams are well chosen to stimulate the interest of 
the reader. 

County superintendents and rural teachers would do well to bring this 
book to the attention of their school trustees. Granting that the district 
system is antiquated and that reorganization is badly needed, it is still worth 
while to attempt to secure the best possible service from rural trustees while 
operating under this system. 



Elementary text in general science. — The natural interest which children 
have in scientific phenomena is often deadened rather than stimulated by 
their first course in school science. In order to capitalize this instinctive 
curiosity, C. W. Washburne has written a general science book 2 which is 
based upon the interests revealed by a collection of two thousand questions 
asked by children of junior high-school age. 

The method of organizing the book is stated in the Preface: 

The questions collected were asked by several hundred children in the upper 
elementary grades, over a period of a year and. a half. They were then sorted and 
classified according to the scientific principles needed in order to answer them. These 
principles constitute the skeleton of this course. The questions gave a very fair 
indication of the parts of science in which children are most interested. Physics, in 
simple, qualitative form — not mathematical physics, of course — comes first; astronomy 

1 N. D. Showalter, A Handbook for Rural School Officers. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1920. Pp. xiii+213. $2.00. 

1 Carleton W. Washburne, Common Science. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New 
York: World Book Co., 1920. Pp. xv+390. $1.60. 



